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Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP

1200 Naneteenth Stfeet. Nw
Suite 500
Washrnqton. DC 20036

t.202.461.6900
f:202.4676910

David Carter
Parher
Dlect Dial: 202-857-4593
Direct Fax: 202-26 l -0083
E-mail: David.Carter@wbd-us.com

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Pusuant to Sections 0.457 and 1.1206(bx2xii) of the Commission's rules, 47 C.F.R. $$ 0.459,
1.1206(bx2xii), BTC, Inc. d./b/a Westem Iowa Networks C'BTC), by its attomeys, respectfully requests
tiat certain information included in the Declaration of Kevin Skinner on Behalf of BTC. Inc. dlbla
Westem Iowa Networks (the "Declaration") be withheld from public inspection. This Declaration was
submitted with the September 19, 2019 Notice of Ex Parte filed by BTC, Inc. d./b/a Westem Iowa
Networks, Goldfield Access Network, Great Lakes Communication Corporation, Northem Valley
Communications, LLC, OmniTel Communications, Louisa Communications, No Cost Conferencing, Inc.,
Total Bridge, Inc., and Sipmeeting, LLC ("September 19 CLEC Ex Parte Notice") in the above-
referenced docket.

Specifically, BTC requests that the Commission witlhold from any future public inspection and
afford confidential treafinent to certain portions ofthe Declaration tlat relate to BTC's profits for the
period January 1, 2019, to August 31, 2019 and to BTC's estimated losses for the period January l, 2019,
to August 31,2019, ifthe Draft Order's proposed rules were effective in 2019. This confidential
information, which has been redacted from the publicly available version ofthe Declaration, constitutes
sensitive commercial information that falls within Exemption 4 of the Freedom of lnformation Act
('FOIA). Exemption 4 of FOIA provides that the public disclosure requirement of the statute "does not
apply to . . . trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged
or confidential." 5 U.S.C. $ 552OX4).

In support of its request for confidential treatment and pursuant to the requirements under Section
0.459(b) of the Commission's rules, 47 C.F.R. $ 0.459(b), BTC states the following:
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1. Identifrcation of the Specific Information for Which Confidential Treatment is Sought
(Section 0.459(bXl))

BTC seeks confidential treatnent of financial information contained in paragraphs 6 and 8 ofthe
Declaration of Kevin Skirurer on Behalf of BTC. Inc. d/b/a Western Iowa Networks, which was submitted
alongside the September 19 CLEC Ex Parle Notice. This information, and only this information, has been

redacted from the publicly available version oftle Declaration.

2. Identification of the Comnission Proceeding in Which the Infomation was
Subnitted or A Description of the Circunstances Giving Rise to the Submission
(Section 0.459(bX2))

BTC is submitting the information covered by this request as part of the Declaration submitted
alongside and in support of the September 19 CLEC Ex Parre Notice filed in WC Docket No. l8-155, 1z

the Matter of Updating the Intercaftier Compensation Regime to Eliminate Access Arbitrage. lnthis
proceeding, on September 5, 2019, the Commission released for circulation a draft Report and Order and

Modification ofSection 214 Authorizations (the "Draft Order") to be considered at its September 26, 2019
Open Meeting. To address BTC's concems with the Draft Order and to establish its concerns about the
financial impacts the Draft Order would have on BTC's business if adopted, BTC submitted the
information covered by this request.

3. Explanation of the Degree to Which the Information is Commercial or Financial' or
Contains A Trade Secret or Is Privileged (Section 0.459(bX3))

The information covered by this request is protected from disclosure because it contains the

sensitive and confidential commercial and financial infonnation ofBTC.

4. Explanation of the Degree to Which the Information Concems a Service that Is
Subject to Competition (Section 0.459(bX4))

The information covered by this request contains information regarding BTC's profits for the
period January l, 2019, to August 31, 2019, and information regarding BTC's estimated losses for the
period January 1,2019, to August 31,2019, if the Draft Order's proposed rules were effective in 2019
(this estimate is based on BTC's existing traffic volumes and rates for the period referenced). BTC is not
a publicly-traded company and it maintains information regarding its financials as confidential and not
available for public disclosure. Moreover, BTC, as a competitive local exchange carrier, must compete

with other local exchange carriers for business in Iow4 and if other carrierc were to have access to BTC's
current financial information it could negatively affect BTC's competitive position.

5. Explanation of How Disclosure of the Information Could Result in Substantial
Competitive Harm (Section 0.459(bX5))

Disclosure of the information covered by this request would provide competitors with insights into
the company's current financial strength, including the likely impact that the Draft Order would have on
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its finances, and could compromise its position in business negotiations with third parties going forward.

This would harm BTC's overall competitive position and work to its substantial competitive disadvantage.

6. Idenffication of Any Measures Taken to Prevent Unauthorized Disclosure (Section

0.4s9(bx6))

BTC keeps the information covered by this request strictly confidential. BTC only shares the

information with counsel, board members, and a limited number of employees. BTC does not share this
information with non-essential personnel without entering into a non-disclosure agreement with the

company.

7. Identilication of Whether the Information Is Available to the Public and the Ertent of
Any Previous Disclosure of the Information to Third Par"ties (Section 0.459(bX7))

The information covered by this request has not been made publicly available and it has not
previously been disclosed to any third parties.

8. Justification of the Period During Which the Submitting Party Asserts that Materiil
Should Not Be Available for Public Disclosure (Section 0.a59@)(8))

The information covered by this request should be treated as confidential for an indefiniG period,

as there are substantial competitive harms associated with the disclosure ofthe confidential information.

l****

Please direct any questions conceming this request to the

Carter

to BTC, Inc. d/b/a Western Iowa
Networks

Enclosure
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Marlene H. Dortch Surte 5oo

Secretary washrnqton DC 20036

Federal Communications Commission
445 lzthstreet, S.w. t 2o2 467 6900

t: 2O2 467.6910
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Request for Confidential Treatment of Sensitive David carter

Financial Information for Great Lakes Communication f,ffitrur, ,or-rrr-orn,
Corporation, 1z the Maaer of Updating lhe Intercanier Direct Fax: 202-261-0083
Compensation Regime to Eliminale Access Arbitage,WC E-mail: David.Carter@wbd-us.com
Docket No. 18-155

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Pusuant to Sections 0.457 and 1.1206(b)(2)(ii) of the Commission's rules, 47 C.F.R. $$ 0.459,

1.1206(bX2XiD, Great Lakes Communication Corporation ("GLCC"), by its attomeys, respectfirlly
requests that certain information included in the Declaration ofJoshua Dean Nelson on Behalf of Great

Lakes Communication Corporation (the "Declaration") be withheld from public inspection. This
Declaration was submitted with the September 19, 2019 Notice of Ex Parte filed by BTC, Inc. dlbla
Westem Iowa Networks, Goldfield Access Network, Great Lakes Communication Corporation, Northem

Valley Communications, LLC, OmniTel Communications, Louisa Communications, No Cost

Conferencing, Inc., Total Bridge, Inc., and Sipmeeting, LLC ("September 19 CLEC Ex Pcrre Notice") in
the above-referenced docket.

Specifically, GLCC requests that the Commission withhold from any future public inspection and

afford conJidential ueatnent to certain portions of the Declaration that relate to GLCC's profits for the

period January 1,2019, to August 3 1, 2019 and to GLCC's estimated losses for the period January l,
2079, to August 31,2019, if the Draft Order's proposed rules were effective in 2019. This confidential
information, which has been redacted from the publicly available version ofthe Declaration, constitutes

sensitive commercial information that falls within Exemption 4 of the Freedom of lnformation Act

C'FOIA). Exemption 4 of FOIA provides that the public disclosure requirement of the statute "does not
apply to . . . trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged
or confidential." 5 U.S.C. $ 552(bX4).

In support of its request for confidential Eeatnent and pursuant to the requirements under Section

0.459(b) of the Commission's rules,47 C.F.R. $ 0.459(b), GLCC states the following:
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l. Identification of the Specific Information for Which Confidential Treatment is Sought
(Section 0.459(bXl))

GLCC seeks confidential treatrnent of financial information contained in paragraphs 5 and 7 of the
Declaration of Joshua Dean Nelson on Behalf of Great Lakes Commwrications Corporation, which was
submitted alongside the September 19 CLEC Ex Parle Notice. This information, and only this
information, has been redacted from the publicly available version of the Declaration.

2. Identification of the Comnission Proceeding in Which the Information was
Submitted or A Description of the Circumstances Giving Rise to the Submission
(Section 0.459(bX2))

GLCC is submitting the information covered by this request as part of the Declaration submitted
alongside and in support of the September 19 CLEC Ex Parte Notice filed in WC Docket No. 18-155, In
the Matter of Updating the Intercarrier Compensation Regime to Eliminate Access Arbitrage. ln this
proceeding, on September 5, 2019, the Commission released for circulation a draft Report and Order and
Modification of Section 214 Authorizations (the "Draft Order") to be considered at its September 26, 2019
Open Meeting. To ad&ess GLCC's concems with the Draft Order and to establish its concems about the
financial impacts the Draft Order would have on GLCC's business if adopted, GLCC submitted the
information covered by this request.

3. Explanation of the Degree to Which the Infornation is Commercial or Financial, or
Contains A Trade Secret or Is Privileged (Section 0.459(bX3))

The information covered by this request is protected from disclosure because it contains the
sensitive and confidential commercial and financial information of GLCC.

4. Explanation of the Degree to Wbich the Infornation Concerns a Service that Is
Subject to Competition (Section 0.459(bX4))

The information covered by tlis request contains information regarding GLCC's profits for the
period January 1, 2019, to August 31,2019, and information regarding GLCC's estimated losses for the
period January 7,2019,to August 31,2019, if the Draft Order's proposed rules were effective in 2019
(this estimate is based on GLCC's existing traffic volumes and rates for the period referenced). GLCC is
not a publicly-traded company and it maintains information regarding its financials as confidential and not
available for public disclosure. Moreover, GLCC, as a competitive local exchange carrier, must compete
with other local exchange carriers for business in Northwestem Iowa, and if other carriers were to have
access to GLCC's current financial information it could negatively affect GLCC's competitive position.

5, Explanation of How Disclosure of the Information Could Result in Substantial
Competitive Harm (Section 0.459(bX5))

Disclosure ofthe infonnation covered by this request would provide competitors with insights into
t}te company's current financial strength, including the likely impact that the Draft Order would have on
its finances, and could compromise its position in business negotiations with third parties going forward.



September 19, 2019
Page 3

This would harm GLCC's overall competitive position and work to its substantial competitive
disadvantage.

6. Identification ofAnv Measures Taken to Prevent Unauthorized Disclosure (Section
0.4se(bx6))

GLCC keeps the information covered by this request shictly confidential. GLCC only shares the
information with counsel, board members, and a limited number of employees. GLCC does not share this
information with non-essential personnel without entering into a non-disclosure agreement with the
company.

7. Identification of Whether the Information Is Available to the Public and the Extent of
Any Previous Disclosure of the Infornation to Third Parties (Section 0.459(bX7)

The information covered by this request has not been made publicly available and it has not
previously been disclosed to any ttrird parties.

L Justification of the Period During Which the Submitting Party Asserts that Material
Should Not Be Available for Public Disclosure (Section 0.459(bX8))

The information covered by this request should be treated as confidential for an indefinite period,
as there are substantial comoetitive harms associated with the disclosure of the confidential information.

Please direct any questions concerning this request to tie undersigned.

Counsel to Great Lakcs Communication
Corporation.

Enclosure
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Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 l2th Street, S.W.
WashinSon, D.C.20554

Re: Request for Confidential Treatment of Sensitive
Financial Informstion for Northern Valley
Communications , LLC'- In the Msder of Updating the
Intercanicr Cornpensaion Regime to Eliminale Access
Afiinage,WC Docket No. 18-155

Womble Bond Dickinson lUS) LLP

1200 Nineteenth Street. NW
Suite 5OO

Washrngton. DC 20036

1:202.461.6900
{:202.461.6910

David Carter
Partner
Direct Dial: 202-857-4593
Direct Fax: 202-261-0063
E-mail: David.Carter@wbd-us.com
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DICKINSON

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Pursuant to Sections 0.457 and 1.1206(bx2xii) of the Commission's rules,47 C.F.R. $S 0.459,
1.1206(bX2XiD, Northem Valley Communications, LLC ("NVC"), by its attorneys, respectfrdly requests
that certain information included in the Declaration of James Groft on Behalf of Northem Valley
Communications, LLC (the "Declaration") be withheld from public inspection. This Declaration was
submitted with the September 19, 2019 Notice of Ex Parte filed by BTC, Inc. d/b/a Western Iowa
Networks, Goldfield Access Network, Great Lakes Communication Corporation, Northem Valley
Communications, LLC, OmniTel Communications, Louisa Communications, No Cost Conferencing, Inc.,
Total Bridge, Inc., and Sipmeeting, LLC ("September 19 CLEC Ex Parle Notice") in the above-
referenced docket.

Specifically, NVC requests that the Commission witbhold from any firture public inspection and
afford confidential treatment to certain portions ofthe Declaration that relate to NVC's current financial
position for the period January l, 2019, to August 31, 2019; NVC's estimated losses for the period
January 1,2019, to August 31,2019, ifthe Draft Order's proposed rules were effective in 2019; and
information regarding NVC's broadband customer base and NVC's business contracts and relationships
with named third parties. This confidential information, which has been redacted from the publicly
available version ofthe Declaration, constitutes sensitive commercial information that falls within
Exemption 4 of the Freedom of Information Act C'FOIA"). Exemption 4 of FOIA provides that the public
disclosure requirement of the statute "does not apply to . . . trade secrets and commercial or financial
information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential." 5 U.S.C. $ 552(bX4).

In support of its request for confidential treatment and pursuant to the requirements under Section
0.4590) of the Commission's rules,47 C.F.R. $ 0.459(b), NVC states the following:
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l. Identification of the Specific Infornation for Which Confidential Treatnent is Sought
(Section 0.459(bXl))

NVC seeks confidential treatnent of commercial and/or financial information contained in
paragraphs 5,7, and 9 of the Declaration of James Groft on Behalf of Northem Valley Communications,
LLC, which was submitted alongside the September 19 CLEC Ex Parte Notice. This information, and

only this information, has been redacted from the publicly available version ofthe Declarafion.

2. Identification of the Conmission Proceeding in Which the Information was
Submitted or A Description of the Circumstances Giving Rise to the Submission
(Section 0.459(bX2))

NVC is submitting the information covered by this request as part of the Declaration submitted
alongside and in support of the September 19 CLEC Ex Parte Notice filed in WC Docket No. 18-155, In
the Matter of Updating the Intercarrier Compensation Regime to Eliminate Access Arbitrage. Inthis
proceeding, on September 5, 2019, the Commission released for circulation a draft Report and Order and
Modification of Section 214 Authorizations (the "Draft Order") to be considered at its September 26, 2019
Open Meeting. To address NVC's concerns with the Draft Order and to establish its concems about t}te
financial impacts the Draft Order would have on NVC's business, business dealings, and subscriber base

if adopted, NVC submitted the information covered by this request.

3. Explanation of the Degree to Which the Infornation is Comnercial or Financial, or
Contains A Trade Secret or Is Privileged (Section 0.459(b)(3))

The information covered by this request is protected from disclosure because it contains the
sensitive and confidential commercial and financial information of NVC.

4, Explanation of the Degree to Which the Information Concerns a Service that Is
Subject to Competition (Section 0.459(bX4))

The information covered by this request contains information regarding NVC's current financial
position for t}le period January 1, 2019, to August 31, 2019; infomration regarding NVC's estimated
losses for the period January l, 2019, to August 31, 2019, ifthe Draft Order's proposed rules were
effective in 2019 (this estimate is based on NVC's existing traffic volumes and rates for the period
referenced); and information regarding NVC's broadband customer base and NVC's business contracts
and relationships with named third parties. NVC is not a publicly-traded company and it rnaintains
information regarding its financials, business dealings, and subscriber base as confidential and not
available for public disclosure. Moreover, NVC, as a competitive local exchange carrier, must compete
with other local exchange caniers for business in South Dakota, and if other carriers were to have access
to NVC's current commercial and financial information it could negatively affect NVC's competitive
nosition.
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5. Explanation of How Disclosure of the Information Could Result in Substantial
Competitive Harm (Section 0.459(bX5))

Disclosure of the information covered by this request would provide competitors with insights into
the company's cunent financial stength and business dealings, including the likely impact that the Draft
Order would have on its finances, and could comprornise its position in business negotiations with third
parties going forward. This would harm NVC's overall competitive position and work to its substantial
competitive disadvantage.

6, Identilication ofAny Measures Taken to Prevent Unauthorized Disclosure (Section
0.4se(bx6))

NVC keeps tle information covered by this request strictly confidential. NVC only shares the
information with counsel, board members, and a limited number of employees. NVC does not share this
information with non-essential personnel without entering into a non-disclosure agreement with the
company.

7. Identification of Whether the Information Is Available to the Public and the Extent of
Any Previous l)isclosure of the Information to Third Parties (Section 0.459(bXD)

The information covered by this request has not been made publicly available and it has not
previously been disclosed to any third parties.

8. Justification of the Period During Which the Submitting Party Asserts that Material
Should Not Be Available for Public Disclosure (Section 0.459(bX8))

The information covered by this request should be teated as confidential for an indefinite period,
as there are substantial competitive harms associated with the disclosure of the confidential information.

Itt**

Please direct any questions conceming this request to the undersigned.

Enclosure

Couniel to Northern Valley Communicarions. LLC
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